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Where to start!
Term 1 is always known for being busy, however this never seems to prepare anyone for the chaos. In 
saying this, the House took on the challenge and I am extremely proud of  how this year has started. 
Returning students have been quick to get back into routine and helped those adjusting to the new 
environment; new girls have been a wonderful addition to the House and everyone has loved getting 
to know them. 

Our Middlemore stay-in weekend was a great opportunity to start bonding. We began with ‘trash to 
fash’. This entertaining and fun night was followed by a successful scavenger hunt around Auckland 
City where everyone participated in challenges. To finish this weekend, we had a trip to King’s Col-
lege’s camp Ahuroa. Although the weather was against us, everyone carried on with a positive attitude. 
While at camp, the Year 13s had the opportunity to pass on what we have learnt while going through 
our years at the College. This also allowed us to discuss Middlemore’s vision for 2018, focusing on 
three key words for the year: motivation, inclusion and 
dedication. I, along with the Year 13s, hope this can 
be a focus for the girls and encourage us all to 
be the best we can be. House 

spirit has 
been no issue 

with Middlemore, 
leading in inter house 

sport against Taylor, winning 
volleyball and cricket. It is great to see 

this involvement leading to excitement for 
our upcoming games. Furthermore, Middlemore 

has been quick to get involved with College activities 
including community service such as the Otahuhu Fun day 
and the Sunrise Walk to raise money for Totara Hospice.  
Swimming Sports, Athletics and House Orienteering also 
offer great achievement opportunities for the girls as they got 
involved with their Boy Houses and I saw many girls giving 
new things a go.

I am so honoured to be in this role and represent such a 
amazing 64 girls; I can’t wait to see where the rest of  the 
year leads us. Just around the corner we begin getting ready 
for Small as well as Big House Music which will be another great experience of  getting to work 
with each other. In the small time we have been together I have seen not only all the girls, but 
also myself, grow as we adapt to the new environment of  different people and for some a 
new House. King’s College has so much to offer and it’s great to see everyone being a 
part of  this culture. Enjoy the break over the holidays, school is definitely a busy 
place but it is so rewarding! 

Virtus Pollet.
Claudia Marris

The first term is one of  my favourite times of  year in the boarding House. 
We get to meet the new girls and see the growth of  character and emer-
gence of  personalities. This has been helped by the girls’ willingness to 
get involved, embrace House Spirit and the values of  King’s College. I 
also enjoy seeing our Year 13s take up the challenge and help induct the 
girls into the ways of  the College and be mentors and supporters. For the 
Year 12s, they are just excited they don’t have to hand in their devices an-
ymore, but seriously, they are focusing on an important year that means a 
lot for university entrance and potential scholarships. This term we have 
experienced great student success with: 
• Brookelyn Varney (Yr 13) as Girls’ Athletic Champion.
• Hannah Caddie (Yr 12) representing King’s College at the National Rowing Championships in 

Twizel at Maadi Cup.
• Jade Bowater (Yr 11) representing Auckland in the javelin and hammer throw at the Athletics 

National Championships.
• Cora-Faith Prime (Yr 13) as an U18 Auckland Rugby 7s team member which placed First in the 

New Zealand 7s Tournament and second girl in the Inter-House Orienteering.
• Maddy Frazer (Yr 13) promoted to the Scholar’s Common Room.
• Wining both our cricket and volleyball games against Taylor in our Inter-House sports competi-

tion. 

The last week of  term will see Middlemore girls on stage in the Glee production of  Guys and Dolls 
as well as behind the scenes in costumes and make-up and as front of  house. The girls have been 
reminded that participation in sports and/or culture is compulsory at Year 11 and 12 and strongly 
encouraged at Year 13 level. The majority of  Middlemore girls excel in their extra-curricular activ-
ities and we have taken out the Community Service trophy regularly. The girls are also reminded 
of  this years Middlemore House values of  Motivation, Inclusion and Dedication which links to our 
emphasis on girls getting involved in College activities. 

Term Two can be a tough month. The combination of  cold winter nights and days, sickness and 
high workloads can take its toll. Girls need their sleep, rest and relaxation and to eat well. We cer-
tainly encourage this in the boarding House and I am sure you do at home as well.  A highlight will 
be House Music at Vector Arena on Friday 25th May so please come along and make some noise for 
the Middlemore girls! On that note, for your diaries, the House Music captain and organisers have 
set a compulsory stay-in practice on Saturday 5th May until 4pm. 

We have a few College trips away this break such as the Commerce Tour to Asia, the European 
Hockey Trip and the Classics/Art History trip to Europe so we wish participating girls safe travels. 
Finally, the staff and I wish the girls a lovely break at home and look forward to them coming back 
refreshed and ready to tackle term 2. I hope you enjoy reading about our term in the newsletter put 
together by editor Peri Izzard and designer, Miwa Chapman.  

Virtus Pollet,
Mrs Nichola Hayes 
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As we walked into the area of  the pool, a sea of  dif-
ferent coloured and shaped costumes awaited. The 

sound was deafening and the energy contagious. My 
House was wearing builder related costumes and the 

Houses across from must have been blinded by the fluores-
cent yellow and pink.

The first race started almost as soon as we sat down and when 
the swimmers’ dived in, the splash sprayed us. One of  the things 

that surprised me most was the level of  support and the quality of  
the athletes. Every race was taken seriously and everyone, first or last, 

got a huge cheer. 

I personally swam in the 50 meters backstroke final and was super-pleased 
with my 2nd place finish! There’s a lot of  pressure when you are on the 

blocks but as soon as your in the water you can only hear the cheers.

From Middlemore House, we had Emelia Legget who won the 50m breaststroke 
event. Emelia raced courageously against the likes of  Lina Kudrow and Brookelyn 

Varney, straight after her 100m Individual Medley race.

Overall I thoroughly enjoyed my experience at my first swimming sports and I am so 
excited for next year!

Athletic’s Day

Swimming Sports

Jade Bowater
Year 11

Athletics Day 2018 was a 
final memento for those who 
intend to leave school at the end 
of  this year, and an exciting new 
experience for all newcomers to 
King’s. It was one of  the multiple op-
portunities throughout the year where 
the graduating class of  2018 could 
hand down the baton of  involvement and 
House pride. Middlemore girls exceeded all 
expectations of  their Boy Houses. Being scat-
tered across the board of  tents, wearing colours 
ranging from red to green, involved in a range of  
various events and participating in an array of  im-
proper chants. The girls gave the day all they could. 

With the Heads of  Houses towering over the crowd of  
exasperated and hyped teammates. As the junior’s sweat 
begins to seep into their heavyweight polyester tops, and the 
girls’ vocal cords begin bulging out of  their necks, as they be-
gin the chanting that will eventually break their voice by the 
end of  the day. 

Within Middlemore House, we have sportswomen in multiple sectors 
of  athletics. In particular, Jade Bowater (Parnell, Yr 11) who wiped 
out the competition and won the Girls’ Javelin. Tess Porter (Yr 11) also 
gained a win for St John’s, where she participated in and won the 200m 
sprint, came second in long jump and third in the 100m sprint. Brookelyn 
Varney, who has been the Girls’ Champion two years in a row, also took out 
the 300m hurdles, 1km steeples, and the 1500m race. On top of  that, she was 
second in the 800m race, making her the overall champion of  Girls’ Athletics 
2018. 

Middlemore House prides itself  on its academic, sporting, cultural and community 
service achievements, and Athletics Day 2018 was one way we could manifest that.

Honor Williams
Pastoral Care & Well-being Prefect
Year 13 54



T he 
term started 

off with a bang, as Mid-
dlemore easily took out the first 

Inter-House competition of  the year. The 
Middlemore volleyball team won an easy win against 

Taylor within only a few weeks into the term. The girls showed 
off their skills in the long and intense game, but clearly showed that they had 

what it took to win. The support on the sidelines was incredible, with many of  the 
girls from the House chanting and holding up signs. The support crew definitely 
had an impact on the team, as we fought hard but eventually came out on top.

The cricket was a fierce game, as we fielded first while Taylor scored 57 runs. 
The air was filled with tension, as the supporters and Housemasters stood from 
the sidelines watching in fear. There were some amazing players from the team 
such as Stella Ward who took out two players by hitting the wickets. A new light 
was shone as Honor Williams from Middlemore showed an amazing hidden tal-
ent with her incredible batting skills. Scoring a high 58 points with still 3 over’s 
to go proved that Middlemores skill, talent, luck and supportive encouragement 
pushed the House to win 2/2 interhouse competitions so far.  

The House screamed with motivation and determination, as we strived to win 
the first 2 House competitions. The sportsmanship from the Middlemore girls 

was clearly displayed on the day, along with the support from the 
other Middlemore girls on the sidelines. Such a great 

two days from the girls, who can’t wait to nail 
it in the House touch competition 

coming up early next 
term.

Brookelyn Varney
Sports Prefect, Year 13

Inter-H
ouse Sport, M

iddlemore vs. Taylor
My name is Paulina, and I am an 
international student from Norway 
on an exchange in New Zealand for a 
year. I came to King’s Term Three last 
year and started boarding in Middle-
more. 

Even though I leave soon, I will always remember my time at 
King’s, and my dorm especially will always be in my heart. 

Coming to New Zealand by myself, not 
knowing anyone was weird for the first 
couple of  weeks. There were so many 
things I had to learn and adapt to - 
especially since I had never experi-
enced boarding before. It was a new 
experience for me having to wear a 
uniform even sharing a room with some-
one. Although it took me a couple of  weeks 
to get used to my new life, the girls in the House 
made me feel welcome and a part of  the Middle-
more family straight away. Now, it feels like I have 
been at King’s for a longer time than I actually have, 
and I can’t imagine having to go back to Norway again 
in August. Middlemore has become a big part of  who I am 
and I will always remember every single one of  my House 
sisters. 

It is amazing being an international student at King’s. King’s proudly supports in-
ternationalism and often arranges events for the international students in particular. 
Events this term have been; a trip for all the international students at the College to the 
Bay of  Islands, an international lunch in the Chapel Close and a dinner to celebrate the 
Chinese New Year. For me, being an international student at King’s has made it easy to get 
integrated in the New Zealand culture and way of  living. The housing system, for example, 
makes you feel a sense of  belonging, and it’s a good way to get to know people and make new 
friends. 

Paulina Proske
Year 13

My Experience at King’s as 
an International Student
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Saturday morning started off with a much needed sleep in, and 
pancakes and bacon were dished up for breakfast. Next we were off 
to Britomart for a scavenger hunt in groups containing mentors and men-
tees throughout different year levels. This was a good chance for the Year 13’s 
to get to know their mentees and how they react to challenges. We all had a fun time 
running around Auckland city and posing in front of  different landmarks, such as cre-
ating a human pyramid in front of  the Skytower, all in the hopes that our group would 
take out first place. That night, we had pizza for dinner and a House movie night.

On Sunday, it was an early start as we were off to Ahuroa camp for the day. The House 
was split up into groups and we did some team building activities such as rock climbing, 
the trapeze, flying fox and more. Whenever any of  the girls were scared and didn’t think 
they could follow through with an activity, the supportive cheers of  their group pushed 
them to succeed.

Both throughout the weekend and at Ahuroa, the girls encour-
aged each other to push themselves to the best of  their abilities 
and this really showcased what being a part of  Middlemore is all 
about here at King’s College.

Stay-in Weekend 9th-11th Feb
Middlemore’s first stay in weekend for the year took place in one of  the 
first weeks of  Term One. This gave new girls a chance to get to know 
each other and it was a good opportunity for some family bonding.

On Friday night, the activities started with 
“Trash to Fash”. The girls were all split up 
into groups within their year level and given 
a theme. With this theme in mind we were 
given 30-45 minutes to turn “trash” such as 
newspaper, tin foil, paper plates and balloons 
into a stunning piece of  wearable art to be 
modelled by one of  the group members. The 
groups took turns showcasing their pieces in 
a hilarious showcase and judges decided the 
winners based on many different factors. 

Lauren Pondes
Year 13
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Inter-H
ouse Literary Q

uiz

Miwa Chapman
Deputy Head of  House
Academic Prefect & International Students Prefect
Year 13

Easter Fun 
On Friday the 2nd of  March, Middlemore 
partcipated in the Inter-House Literary 
Quiz. This was a new initiative organised by 
the Scholars Comm. It was created because the 
Scholars Comm believed that there needed to be 
an event that encouraged greater academic partic-
ipation and enthusiasm. 

The questions in the quiz were mostly from English texts 
that we had been studying and had studied in the past, 
such as Shakespeare plays, so it was a very challenging task. 
There were also fun questions near the beginning which in-
cluded children’s books.

The Middlemore team included Nigella Anderson (Year 11), Mia 
Paviour (Year 11), Antonia Deare (Year 12), Emelia Legget (Year 
13), and myself. We tried our best, and although we did not do very 
well, it was a fun event and we had all the Middlemore tutors come and 
cheer us. I encourage anyone who is interested to take part next year for 
Middlemore!
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Starting off the term well, Middlemore House has kicked off with 
an amazing contribution to the community service here at King’s 
College. Throughout this term the girls have been involved with 
the main events of  Otahuhu Funday, Sunrise Walk, Runathon, Toy 
Donation and Dog Toy making for the SPCA. As well as this the 
girls have been involved in a weekly act of  community service where 
they are rostered on different days to go to the different community 
service centres like Women’s Refuge, Refugee Centre, Gymnastics, 
Old People’s home and After School Care.

Community Service

The first main community service event that we had this year 
was the Otahuhu Funday. Year 12&13 girls got up on a Satur-
day morning to head out to the Otahuhu community centre and 
have a day of  cooking up sausages, decorating cupcakes with 
the children, picking up rubbish and giving out fruit and water. 
Taking time out of  their busy weekend the Otahuhu community 
commented on how grateful they were that the girls came out 
and made the day possible and so special for all of  their families. 

The sunrise walk was an event that took place 
at the Botanical Gardens on Sunday the 18th of  
march. Girls got up at 7am to walk 4Km with 
sponsorships all dressed in rainbow to raise mon-
ey and awareness for the Totara Hospice. 

As well as this amazing event, we hadthe annual King’s Col-
lege Runathon on the 9th of  April which girls got sponsored 
for the amount of  laps they can either run or walk. The event 
was surrounded with music, encouragement and the smiles on 
people’s faces knowing the good they are doing for the commu-
nity. The event raised money for All Saints Primary School in 
Samoa.

In our full boarding weekend the girls had the opportunity to get 
some more hours of  community service where we made dog toys 
for a couple of  hours as a House together. The event brought 
everyone in the House together and the three hours flew by leav-
ing everyone a feeling of  joy and at the end we had made enough 
dog toys to fill up three big black rubbish bags. We asked everyone 
to kindly donate old toys and books which we then donated to the 
kindergarten at the ATWC. We are so grateful for the donations 
from your daughters and we know that the smiles that are put on 
the South Auckland communities faces show that they in fact feel 
the exact same way. 

The girls come back to the house after the weekly community service 
with massive smiles on their faces. The memories made from the oppor-
tunities given to us by the chapel are something that we can’t get any-
where else. The children and the old people love the time that the girls 
spend with them, telling them stories or listening to their own. And the 
children at the gymnastics programme know that the whole after-school 
programme wouldn’t be possible if  the students from Kings College 
couldn’t make it. The girls have made a tremendous effort so far in 
Term One and their involvement did not go unnoticed. 

Stella Ward
House Sacristan, Year 13 1312



• Winners of  all Inter-House sport so 
far!

• Winner of  athletics, sports prefect
• House mooom
• Our house sacristan 
• Winner of  the javelin in athletics 

sports  
• Winner of  200m sprint, St John’s 

house 

• Norwegian exchange student
• Wellbeing and pastoral prefect 
• Our beautiful cultural prefect! 
• Deputy Head of  House, international 

and academic prefect
• Deputy Head of  House and adminis-

tration prefect 
• Our Head of  House
• Where we find our notices

Photos!! Middlemore Mystery Page 
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