
Frequently Asked Questions : Music TUITION at King’s

1. Can the music lesson be scheduled after school?
The tutors will try to organise this but priority goes to Year 13s, Year 12s, then those learning two lessons or having voice sectionals for chapel choir with a music lesson. Academic priority needs to be given to those who are on the performance list or who are slipping behind. Every effort is made to try to accommodate these requests. We often remark that a day missed from school through illness is infact equivalent to about a term’s music lessons!

2. My son/daughter learns two instruments, so can we have one of them at least off timetable in an out of school slot please?
Yes we try to arrange this and find the tutor who has most flexibility to timetable one lesson before school or after school or taking in some of lunchtime or interval.

3. My son/daughter will be a boarder, can I bring in my own tutor for him/her at weekends or after schools?
Regrettably we cannot accept tutors who are not on our school list of approved and vetted music contractors. If demand exists, please ask the Director of Music to look into this. 

4. Can my year 9 son still learn saxophone in a group?
Group tuition is available by request and if demand exists and the tutor is willing to make a pair, then both parents of both students will be notified of a match and the group tuition will commence. If one student does not turn up, the charge is still split both ways however, unless a local agreement is made between both sets of parents and the tutor. Group tuition does not exist for: piano, organ, tuba, bassoon, oboe, all guitars.

5. My son/daughter is a day student next year at the College, do you recommend I switch to a College teacher so they can be in the bands/orchestra/choir etc?
No. If you are happy with their present teacher, it is in everyone’s interests to preserve the arrangement in place.  Having an outside teacher does not preclude membership of a band or orchestra or choir. Anyone can audition and join.

6. Can I hire an instrument from the school and organise outside tuition for my day student son/daughter?
Yes in principle, although once he/she is good enough, we would expect him/her to join a school band or orchestra. Outside tuition is fine and helps relieve the pressure on numbers here and allows students to attend class.

7. Can we hire a guitar or electric guitar from the school?
Unfortunately we don’t hire any guitars to students. There are however school guitars (bass, electric, acoustic, jazz) for use in lessons if students forget.

8. Can boarders bring their own drum kit to either the house or the College?
No, unfortunately we don’t have the space for personal drum kits in either house or College rooms. Security and condition would also be difficult issues. Practice slots are available through the Music Office on College kits.

9. 
What are the practice arrangements for boarders?
Each House has a key for the boarder practice rooms, (one with piano, one without) and these can be used theoretically 24 hours a day. Each house has a different system, but all have lending the key out as the common factor. Unfortunately boarder drum kit players will need to organise their practice in the main drum room before and after school by arrangement.

10. What are the arrangements for practising the organ?

Only those students learning the organ can practise this and it is by local arrangement on the day through the chaplain or assistant chaplain. Normally no organ practice is permitted during prep time and time is available by liaising with the Chaplain.

11. Is instrumental practice allowed during prep time? 
Each housemaster will determine whether this is allowed. Generally if students are taking Music as a subject, then this flexibility exists but would only be granted if students had upcoming assessments or had been busy after school with community service etc meaning they could not practise after school.

12. Are there lockers available at the school for instruments?
Yes, there are lockers for boarders first then for day students second. All day instruments brought to school on the day for music lessons must go into the music Day Store, which has a code issued to students.

On arrival, could musical instruments be kept in houses and during the first week, could boarders organise lockers through the Music Office each lunchtime at 1pm? After all lockers have been issued, a number of day students learning large instruments will be issued lockers. 

13. Is there anything I should do before bringing an instrument to school for boarding?
Yes! Please note down the make, model and serial number of the instrument (normally behind a valve, or on a body) and keep this safe. Check with the insurance company that your home contents policy extends to an instrument kept off-site (ie away from home) and that you are satisfied it is covered sufficiently. No insurance for students’ instruments exists at school, even for boarders. Please label all cases with name and contact number, especially guitars.

14. If the instrument is lost, stolen, damaged or is in a fire, can I claim insurance through the school?
Unfortunately there is no insurance cover in place for student instruments.
15. Do I get reports or feedback on lesson progress at any time?
The tutors are asked to be in regular contact with parents through email, telephone or letter. There are no official reports for music tuition however the tutor may opt to send one through. You should however expect at least two lengthy progress reports, either by email or telephone at least twice a year. 

16. My year 9 son has module Music scheduled, does this include learning an instrument, like at his present school?
No not at the moment. All instrumental tuition is separately organised through the tutors.

17. How much notice do I need to give to stop, say for external exams etc?
All notice to stop and other information is contained in the “Terms & Conditions” within the Instrumental Tuition section of the Cultural part of the website. Each parent must sign a contract with the tutor, which is College-approved and issued for both parties to sign. The recommended notice period is two lessons notice to stop. This would include notice for exams and can be a “notice to stop then restart” for a given period. All notice must be issued directly to both the tutor and to the Music Office please as agents.

18. Does tuition stop for school camps, Ahuroa, school exams and things which my son can’t attend?
Tuition would stop for school camp, Ahuroa, Leadership camp and for school internal exams. Parents might like to confirm absence through the Music Office for these times but it should be factored in. Tuition will go on however during the public exam period and in this time, all students on exam leave are asked to make local arrangements with their tutors if they will be away from their music lesson.

19. Am I charged for tuition if my son/daughter is ill, or on a field trip? What about if I know they will not be able to attend?
Field trips are always planned in advance and lessons altered to reflect this. Absence from school due to illness cannot normally be predicted and so if a tutor is waiting around in good faith, then a charge will probably follow. All student absence from a lesson must be notified to the Music Office on 276 0699 #745 by NOON the previous day. For a Monday absence, this means by Friday noon, so alternatives can be rostered. Please follow normal “absence from school” channels and treat Music lessons as separate advice. 

20.     What about exams in the instrument/voice? Can these be taken at school? What    about the piano accompaniment?
Where there are sufficient entries, then exams can be taken at school depending on syllabus. For those offsite, taxis can be arranged through the Music Office and also accompaniment and playing is provided free of charge. 

For all instrumental enquiries please contact the Music Secretary, Karen Thompson on 276 0699 # 745, email music.admin@kingscollege.school.nz

