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This document provides you with additional information and 
clarification about the questions asked in the Aspire application form.

Student Details
· The demographic questions asked in this section are for identification and statistical purposes.
Schooling Details
· The details asked about the student’s current schooling are for research and statistical purposes.
Advertising Research
· This section is included so the Ministry can assess whether the advertising of the scholarship can be improved in future years.
Caregiver Details
· The caregiver section is included to establish a primary contact person and to identify all primary caregivers of the student in question.
· The following people must be considered primary caregivers for the purposes of the Aspire Scholarship, and must be listed in the caregiver section:
· all step parent(s), guardian(s) and relative(s) who live in the student’s household and act in the place of a parent
· all step parent(s), guardian(s) and relative(s) who do not live in the student’s household, but share full financial responsibility of the student.
· The annual gross income received by each primary caregiver must be declared in the income section.
· Any caregivers who contribute child support to the student, but who have no other financial involvement or responsibility, do not have to be included as a caregiver for the purposes of this scholarship. In this instance, only the child support income must be declared in the Family Income section.
Family Income
· To be eligible for the Aspire Scholarship, a student’s primary caregivers must not have a joint annual gross income of over $56,000. This includes all income from the 2009/10 year except Working For Families tax credits.
2009/10 Income
· All income received in the 2009/10 financial year by the student’s primary caregivers must be declared in the Family Income section. Please refer to the caregiver section for more information about the definition of a primary caregiver for the purposes of the Aspire Scholarship.
· The 2009/10 financial year is the period of 1 April 2009 – 31 March 2010. This period is the standard period used by Inland Revenue (IRD) for yearly earnings.
· If your financial situation has changed since the end of the 31 March 2010, please explain this clearly in question 25 and attach supporting documents such as:
· statement of earnings from your employer for the 2009/10 financial year
· a letter from an accountant
· a letter from an employer
· recent pay slips
· a redundancy letter
· a letter from a doctor. 
These documents will be considered on a case by case basis, and will only be accepted if it is considered by the Ministry of Education that there is enough information to verify the revised income that is claimed. In this instance, a summary of earnings from the 2009/10 financial year is still required, and the income section of the application must still refer to 2009/10 earnings.  

Income Statements
· Each primary caregiver must submit one, two or all of the following to verify income:
· A Summary of Earnings from IRD. 
· A Notice of Assessment from IRD.
· An Income Assessment from Work and Income
· You can get a summary of earnings, notice of assessment or income assessment by contacting IRD or Work and Income. The details are as follows:

Inland Revenue

Website: 


www.ird.govt.nz
Calling from a landline: 
0800 227 774
Calling from a cell phone: 
04 978 0738

Work and Income
Website: 


www.workandincome.govt.nz
Calling from a landline: 
0800 559 009 or 0800 333 030
· An income statement must be attached to the application for every primary caregiver, even if they received no income in the last financial year.
Working For Families
· Working For Families tax credits do not need to be declared in the Family Income section and supporting Working For Families documents do not need to be sent in. 
Any Additional Income

· If any of the student’s primary caregivers received any other income in the 2009/10 financial year, such as cash gifts or non taxed child support payments, these amounts must also be declared. If you are unsure if you should declare it, include it and we will assess whether it should be counted as part of your annual household income.
Family Net Worth
· To be eligible for the Aspire Scholarship, a student’s primary caregivers must not have a combined net worth of over $200,000. A person’s ‘net worth’ is the total value of their assets (e.g. property, vehicles, cash) minus their liabilities (e.g. mortgage, student loan, personal loan). 
Property Assets
· If any primary caregivers own any property, the Rating Value (RV) documents for the property must be supplied (also known as a ‘Quotable Value (QV) rating’ or a ‘Council Rating Value (RV)).
· Your local council website may have a rates register available online. If so, you can type your address into the register and it will provide you with your property’s most recent RV free of charge. An RV is also available for every property in New Zealand from the Quotable Value (QV) website: http://www.qv.co.nz .
· If you cannot access the internet, contact your local council and ask for the RV of your property that way.
· For more information about an RV, you can look on the Quotable Value website: http://www.qv.co.nz/valuations/valuationtypes/councilratingvalues.htm or call 0800 787 284.
Household Items/Assets

· All household items do not need to be declared as part of your net worth for the purposes of this scholarship. Household items include household furniture, bedroom furniture, kitchen appliances etc. If you are unsure if an asset is a household item, include it and we will assess whether it should be counted as part of your net worth.
Other Assets

· All assets that are not property (eg. vehicles, cash, business interests) must be included as part of your net worth for the purposes of this scholarship. Supporting documents are not required for these assets but they must be described in question 31.
Property Liabilities
· If any primary caregivers own any property and have mortgages, mortgage statements dated no earlier than November 2010 must be submitted.
Household Liabilities
· Money owing on household items cannot be included as part of your net worth because their value is not being included as assets.
Other Liabilities

· Money owing on any ‘other assets’ that you have included in your assets section, or any other liabilities (eg student loans, credit card debt etc.) can be included. You must provide verification of these liabilities (eg bank statements etc) and cannot just describe them like you can with your ‘other assets’.
· Verification documents must be dated between 5 November 2010 and 5 January 2011.
Trust Beneficiaries
· There are a broad and complex range of trust types, and different ways one can benefit from one. If any trust beneficiaries believe they still fit the Aspire financial criteria and wish to apply for the Aspire Scholarship, they must make a case for their inclusion in the Aspire selection ballot. To do this, full details about the trust(s) and any associated income and assets must be provided. 

· Trust beneficiary cases will only be accepted if it is considered by the Ministry of Education that the information gives enough verification to demonstrate that the student meets the Aspire financial criteria when including income and assets from associated trusts. Key factors that will be assessed will include income currently received from trusts and income and/or assets that that may be received from trusts in the future.

referees
· Two referees are required to be available for contact about any details in the application.
· Academic achievements, sporting achievements and personal qualities are not relevant to this application, so referees will not be contacted about these aspects. The Ministry also does not require information about awards or achievements, or reference letters about the student’s achievements or personal qualities.
· Letters from referees regarding the financial information supplied in the application is welcomed, but not necessary. 
Statutory Declaration
· An original statutory declaration made by one of the student’s primary caregivers in front of an authorised witness is essential. Signing this declaration declares that all information in the application is true and accurate.
· There are various types of authorised people that can witness a statutory declaration. These include justices of the peace, solicitors or court registrars. If you are unsure of who to approach, you can look up a local Justice of the Peace in the ‘Justices of the Peace’ section in the Yellow Pages telephone directory.

Privacy Statement
· The privacy statement in the application is included to inform applicants of the intentions and purposes that the Ministry has with their personal information. 
Checklist
· The checklist section is provided so applicants can ensure that they have attached all required documents to their application.
Completed Applications
· Completed applications must be received in the post, and the statutory declaration must be an original.
· Applications may be typed on the computer (except for the Statutory Declaration section), but they must still be printed and posted. Applications will not be accepted via email or fax.
· Copies of other documents do not need to be originals, and they do not need to be signed and witnessed by an authorised person. This is because the statutory declaration refers to all parts of the application.
· Completed applications must be received at the Ministry of Education national office by 5pm on Monday 9 May 2011. Exceptions will not be made for applications that are posted on or before 9 May 2011 but received after this time and date. Applications can be couriered or hand delivered if necessary.
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